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Where the incident uccurrﬂd; you saw what ;; did you see any oth
mounted officers?

Ho. :

Officers mounted on horseback?

I saw many members of the Paséa -

Tou did?

;- t@at E have recognized from previous cccasion riding horses.
Well, what were they doing over nhara?

On the way back and across the hridge,rm;mbers of the Pnss§ wolrl
get -- would attempt to make Ghe hﬂrSE_get on the sidewalk, get
on the ;—_ta the wallway on the bridge, and they Hbu}d force
pcaplc; they would get between the group of marchers, and they
would run the horses up near the yanple; and at one time one of
the Fosses made The horse rear back and start pawing pecple in
the back; and they start taking wh;ps and bullwhips, and the
whips about eight to ten feet long, beating pecople, and I saw
one incident; myﬂelf; where a mamhgr of the Posse start beating
a legro wam&n; she dropped her bag, she lost her shoes and
E?erything; she was trying to run, and she anr? of turned aroung
and stared at the posseman wha_ﬁuq beating her, and ha said,
"Gt un; you black nigger weman, you."

Were you able; Mr. Lawis; to walk back to the church?

Whll; I was able to walk bauk; but with the aid and assistance
of some of our staff people and other people that was in the lih

By aid and assistance, do you mean that they partially aupparteL
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Rk

Rigﬁt. _

Wrapped their arms around you?

(Nodded to indicate affimmative reply)

So you weras able to get on back to tha church. Hﬂw; did you
observe any police activity on the way back to.the church?
All the way back to the church there was hundreds of marcﬂa?s,
people who had been in the ma;qh"ling;_Wumen; m3n; childr?n,
that was forced btack toward the church., Some was running,
because the Posse or riding hﬂTSEE; some running through the
streets; were running them down, and people was running for
safety toward the church.

Did you see any of the Dallas County Dapuhy snarlffs?

I did.

At this time?

(Hodded to lndlcate affirmative r&ply}

Were they also -- :

They were engaged in the same type of activity that the members
of the Posse was engaged in. gl j
And you went on back to the church. low, did you at some subse-
quent time lose conscicusness or become 1117

I did not lose conscicus; I arrived back at tna uhurch, and I
spoke to the group at the church; some of the people had
gatharad; soma of the people had remained at the church; for

about two minutes, and while I was speaking I began to feel
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THE COURT: Proceed.
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SMITH: All right. .
P. H. PITTS: We have no objection.
GRAY: Thank you.

DOAR: All newspaper people are excused from the

WILKINSON: That was our understanding.
DOAR: That your understanding, Mr. Gray?
GRAY: 7Yes, sir.

stesiksleaiolk sk sk slesle el sieslese

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., witness for the Plaintiffs, having been

duly sworn, testified as follows:

BY MR. GREENBERG:

Q TWould you please state your name for the record?

A My name is Martin Luther King, Jr. |

Q What is your position, Dr. King?

A 'I am President of the Southern dhristian Leadership Conference

and Co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgi

.

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is an organization

working in the

1957 to serve as a channel through which local protest

organizations

activities; it works for the complete integration of the Negro

DIRECT EXAMINATIONS

What is the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Dr. King?

civil rights movement that came into being in

in the South could channelize their protest
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us that they only had some three hundred and twenty Negro
registered voters out of a potential of fifteen thousand, one
hundred and twenty-five, I believe that is, they had that many
Negroes or they have that many Negroes in Dallas County of
voting age; wherein there are some fourteen thousand whites of
voting age and more than nine thousand registered, and these
facts were brought out to us in urging us to make Dallas County
one of the pivotal points of our total thrust into Black Belt.
And so then you proceeded in Selma; and what form did your
participation in the Selma movement take, Dr. King?

Well, we started out having mass meetings; we felt.that we had
to do something to arouse people all over the community,
realizing that when people have --

MR. McLEAN PITTS: Your honor, I object to what he

felt like; it calls for an answer as to what form it was, what type

of people, I just want --

THE COURT: Well, I will sustain that objectionj it

is not responsive to the question. The question was what form of

action did the movement take?

Did you hold meetings, Df. King?

Yes, we held mass meetings; we ﬁisn organized ward meetings
throughout the city and the county. We were having these ward
meetings all to stimulate the Negro people of Dallas County to
seek to go to the Court House to register.

Did you engage in any other forms of public protest or

encouragement?
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Belt counties of Alabama, and also, we had statistics to
demonstrate this, revealing that in Lowndes County and Wilcox
; County you did not have a single Negro registered to vote, and
in other counties the number was very, very small, and then going
on to state that appealing -- appealing to the Governor to set
forth a voter registration plan or structure in the State of
Alabama that would make it possible for everyone to voUe withouf
facing any obstacles. Along with that was the second part

dealing with the fact that we have constantly faced harassment,

intimidation, brutality, and even physical death in an attempt
to vote, or at least protest the fact that we can't vote.
Q@ Dr. King, you, yourself, did nat participate in any attempted

march on the Sunday in question, did yuu?

A No, I did not participate in the Sunday march.
Q In your capacity as President of the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference, did you receive reports concerning what

occurred on that Sunday?
A Yes, I did; I was in =--

MR. SMITH: We object to the reports, now; they are

not material.
THE COURT: He is not asking what the reports were;
he asked if he received them; he said he had.

Q Did you receive tham?

A Ies, I talked with my staff mambers, T would say, almost every

half hour, every hour, after the march up until midnight, or eyen
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pending in the Southern District where all of this stufll is gonhe
Hintu, and the EtuQEnt Hon-violent Coordinating Committee, and I
think John Lewis -- was he one of the plaintiffs?

VR. HALL: I think he might be.

MR. McLEAN PITTS: I am not sure whether he was or
not, but -- and all this stuff was gone intc, and then in addition
to that, in your three-Judge District Court case in Selma, a good
bit of this was gons into.

THE COURT: I understand =--

R. McLEANW FITT3: That is - I don't think it
pertains to this march. .

THE COURT: -- the legal principles that are

controlling in this case presently being heard and before me involve

LI

generally a balancing of rights; as I thought I made elear

vegterday, I was going to permit a certain amount of history on

both sides, as far as the demonstrations and the reasons for the

demonstrations and the extent of any mistreatment that -- that they

complain of, and that is the reason that T am going to admit it.
ME. McLEAN PITTS: All xight, sir.

Q@ Mr. Lewils, did your organization participate in an atfempted
march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, on Sunday, Harch 7,
19657

A Ve diﬁ participate in attempted march from Selma to Hontgomery
on Mareh 7, 1965'.

Q Did you, yourself, participate in this attempted march?
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Were you one of the leaders of the march?

Hosea Williams and I was at the front of the line.

= a2 F

I show you, Mr. Lewis, & photogreph marked Plaintiffst Exhibit
#; and ask you if you can identify it for uﬂ; gir? :
A YEB; I can. _ ’
Can sou tell us what it ia? ;
This photograph is a scense hhere State Troopers are Pushing and
tramping and h;ating some of us that was in the line, and I see
| myself is here, and a 3tate Trooper is standing over me.
Q@ Tou see vourself in this picture?
Right. |
And this is a true likeness of what occcurred at that time?
It i=. '

MR. SMITH: HNo objection.

MR. McLEAN PITTS: What Exhibit is that? j
MR. HALL: h; I believe; L. Your honor ﬁleasa, wa
offer this into evidence. : _
: THE COURT: It will be admitted.

Q HMr. Lewis; T show you a photograph marked Flaintiffs! Exhibit
5 for iduntifinatinn; ask you to examine it and see if you can
identify it?

ﬁR. ﬁcLEhH FITTS: How many more you gob?
MR. HALL: How many more you got? :
A T can identify this photograph. .
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Can you tell us what it ia?

% is the line of march ia_ﬂaing_ruahad batk; beat down by a
lina of State Troopers) I ses Mr. Hosea Williams on the grﬁund;
and I see whera a State Trooper has just hit me; and I have my
hand up like this. '_

And tﬁia'is a true likeness of what happened at that tims?
It is. :
AL that place? _
A trus likﬁneéﬁ; yeu; gir.
MR. McLEAN PITTS: That is what Exhibit?
MR. SMITH: No objection. ' 3
MR, HALL: If your hanﬂr_pleasg;_wg-nffEr -
THE COURT: Flaintiffs? 5 admitted.
MR. McLEAN PITTS: That is Exhibit 20 what was that?
MR. HALL: 5. , ‘
MR. McLEAN PITTS: 5.
MR. GRAY: 5.
| MR. HALL: 5.
Mr. Lawis; were-ynﬁ':; : :
| THE COURT: Let me see that. |
Were you, on Sunday, March 7, 1955, ‘allowed to go across the
Edward Pettus Bridge in Selma in your attempt to march to
Hnntg&mery? '
Tes. |

How many persons wera in that line in your best JudgmentT
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I would say between six hundred and fifty and seven hundred.
Diﬁ ;-_and you and ;; Mr. Williams and ynu; a3 you have aaid;
were in front of the line?

nght. ._”

You got across the bridge; is that correct?

Right. i

In your best Jqﬂgment; how far across the bridge did you get?
I would say wa moved about a block and & half or two blocks
beyond the bridge.

Will you tell the court what then happened?

About fifty feet away fiom the line of Etaﬂa Troopers a State
Trooper wearing a State Trooper --

May I interrupt you Just a moment?
Un, huh. : _

Do I understand you to say there Were some State TTﬂanrs?

.

Right; before we crossed the bridge, we could see a line nf Stal
Troopers. : .

You did see some State Trocpers?

Right. :

In yuur beat Judgmant, how many Trﬂnpﬂrs did you sea?

Wall, I gaw many, and it would be vary hard and difficult for
mg to =-

You have no judgment as to how many?

I would say between aighty and a hunﬂrﬂd.

Where were these Troopers stationed?

e
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Scme were standing across the highway all the way across; obthers
were standing on the side; there was others in the background.
How close did you approach to these officers before your line
abtopped? i : '_

We were ;hle to move about fifty feet, and at that time a State
Trooper made announcement on & bullhorn or megaphone, and he
said; WThis march will not continua.™

What happened thenj did the line sGop?

The line stopped at that time. .

You stopped sti1l%

Yas, Sir. - :

You didn't advance any further?

We stﬂppéd right then. :

Then what happened? :
Hae =aid, "I am Mﬂjﬁ} Cloud, and this is an unlawiul assenbly.
This demonstration will not continue. You have been banned

by the Governor. I am going to order you to dispersa.”

What did you then do? _

Mr. Williams said,‘Eﬁw Major, I ﬂﬂuld like to have a word,

can we have a word?" And he said, "No, I will giva you two
minutes to 1eavﬂ.“-'ﬁnd again Mr. Williams said, "Can I have

a word?® He aaid; mThere will be no word."™ And about a minute
or marahﬂajar Cloud ordered the Troopers to advance, and at
+hat time the State Troopers took their position, I guess, and

they moved forward with their clubs up over their -- near their
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ahﬂulder;.the top parﬁ of the body; they came rushing in;
knoclkding us down and pushing us.

And were you hit at that time? :

At that time I was hit and'knﬁckad d owr .

Where were you hit?

I was hit on my haﬁd right here.

What were you hit winhf

I was hit with a hillylclub; and I saw the State Trooper that
hit me.

How many times wers you hit?

I was hit twice, once when f was lying down and was attempting
to get up.

Do we understand you to say you were hit ;—

(Nodded to indicate affirmative reply) i

_— and then attempted to get up and were hit —- and was hit
again --

Right.

-- is that correct?

(Hodded to indicaté affirmative reply)

Can you identify the Trooper who hit }nu? _

I am not positive that I could identifly ﬁhe Trooper; from the
picture I -- I can identify the trocper from the picture.
Were yvou knocked unconscious?

I was not knocked uncanscinué-

Did you see other people around you hit?
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I saw other people that was behind me hit and knocked downj 1
did see them.

WEra -- was any words said by the Truup&rs*

wnll the Trﬂapera -~ MOosh ai them kept saying, Miove hack move
hack, you niggera, disperse," and calling people ‘black bitches
and son of bitches and thingé 1ike that.

Thay @id nze profanity?

Right. 5 3

Did you see any of the marchers use any viclence at all in an
effort to defend themselves or to fight the police officers?
There was no act of violence or any typs of retaliatinn; |
rather retaliatory aets; on the part of any of the demonstrators.
After vou were stappad; at_sune subsequent time was tear gas
used by the State Troopers, or some form of gaa?

Right. :

Will _Yyou tell us ahuut uhat?

Tl

wéll, when we were forced back most of the peopla in 1in& knal
in a prayerful manner; they had back toward the -- Eelma,
knaaling; the line all the way back was almost a spontaneous
reaction on the part of all the people in the line as far back
as you could se&; and at that time the Major ordered the
Trooper to put on their gas masks; and they started throwing
gas; and people became sick and started ?ﬂﬂiting; and some of
us was forced off of the highway and behind some buildings in
the woods.
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Did you see Sheriff James Clark on that side of the bridge at
that time or at any time during this happening?

I didn't ses Shgriff Clark at that particular time. On the wWay
back into Selma, I saw Sheriff Clark in his car going across
the bridge.

Going across the bridge?

Back into Selma. |

You saw James --

I saw ;;

= Sheriff Clark --

-=- Sheriff Clark.

5 come across the bridge into Selmat

Right. :

Tou saw that? _

(Nodded to indicate affirmative reply) _

Did you see any of the Sherifi's deputies across the bridge?

I sawW == 1 I
At the time you saw the 3tate Troopers?

I saw members of the Sherifil's deputy 22 I saw acme of the :
Sheriff's deputies; I asaw at'%aast ona rider on a horseback,
and I know this one very well, bescause I have seen him in the
court room many; many times in the County Court House in Selma.
In Selma: you saw this -- this man on & horse on the east side
of the river?

Right; he was on the bridge.




SEPTEMEEBR 29, 1982

HON. ROS5 BARNETT
GOVERNOR
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

TO FRESERVE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT HAS AN OVERRIDING RESPONSIBILITY TO ENFORCE
THE ORDERS OF THE FEDERAL COURTS. THOSE COURTS HAVE
ORDERED THAT JAMES MEREDITH BEE ADMITTED NOW AS A STUDENT
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, THREE EFFORTS BY FEDERAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT GFF.IE-HLS TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE ORDER
HAYE BEEN UMAVAILING B;.ECAUEE OF YOUR FERSONAL PHYSICAL
INTERVENTION AND THAT OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
SUPPORTED BY STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. A FOURTH
WAS CALLED OFF AT THE LAST MINUTE BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
ON ADYVICE FROM YOU THAT EXTREME VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED
WOULD OTHERWISE RESULT. BY VIEW OF THIS BREAKDOWN OF
LAW AND ORDER IN MISSISSIPPI AND IN ACCOBRDANCE WITH OUR

TWO TELEFHONE CONVERSATIONS TODAY, I WOULD LIEE TO BE

ADVISED AT ONCE OF YOUR RESFONSE TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

.-
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PAGE TWO

FIRST, WILL YOU TAKE ACTION TO S5EE THAT THE COURT
CQRDER IS ENFORCED AND PERSONALLY FOLLOW THE COURT!'S

DIRECTION TO YOU T

SECOND, IF NOT, WILL YOU CONTINUE TO ACTIVELY INTERFERE

WITH ENFORCEMENT OF THE ORDERS OF THE COURT THROUGH
YOUR OWN ACTIONS OR THROUGH THE USE OF STATE LAW ENFORGCEMENT
OFFICIALS OR IN ANY OTHER WAY?

THIRD, WILL STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS COOPERATE
IN MAINTAINING LAW AND CRDER AND PREVENTING VIOLENCE IN
CONNELCTION WITH FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT OF THE GOURT ORDERS?
IN THIS CONNECTION, WILL YOU AT ONCE TAKE STEPS TO PROHIBIT
MOBS FROM COLLECTING IN THE OXFORD AREA DURING THIS
DIFFICULT PERIOD, AND WILL YOU CALL ON THE UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS
TS ISSUE REGULATIONS TO PREVENT STUDENTS FROM FARTICIPATING
IN DEMONSTRATIONS OR MOB ACTIVITY? AS GOYERNOR OF THE
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, WILL YOU TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR

MAINTAINING LAW AND ORDER IN THAT STATE WHEN THE COURT

ORDERS ARE PUT INTCO EFFECT 7




PAGE THREE

I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU THIS EVENING BY WIRE,

I HOPE FOR YOUR COMPLETE COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE

IN MEETING OUR RESPONSIBILITIES.

JOHN F. KENNEDY
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES






