

















August 18, 1948

Dear Ernie::

I appreciated very much your letter of last Saturday night from
Hotel Temple Square in the Mormon Capital,

I am going to Eﬁndrynu a copy of the report of my Commission on
then if you still have that antibellum proslavery

B
Civil Rights
outlook, if'ﬂ be thoroughly disappointed in you,

The main difficulty with the South is that they are living eighty
years behind the times and the sooner they come out of it the
better it will be for the country and themselves, I am not asking
for social equality, because no such thing exists, but I am asking
for equality of opportunity for all human beings and, as long as I
stay here, I am going to continue that fight. When the mob gangs
can take four people out and shoot them in the back, and everybody
in the country is acquainted with who did the shooting and nothing
is done about it, that country is in pretty bad fix from a law en-
forcement standpoint.

When a Mayor and a City Marshal can take a negro Sergeant off a
bus in South Carolina, beat him up and put out one of his eyes, and
nothing is done about it by the State authorities, something is
radically wrong with the system. :

On the Louisiana and Arkansas Railway when eoal burning loco-
motives were used the negro firemen were the thing because it

was a backbreaking job and a dirty one. As soon as they turned

to oil as a fuel it became customary for people to take shots at

the negro firemen and a number were murdered because it was
thought that this was now a white-collar job and should go to a
white man, I can't approve of such goings on and I shall never
approve it, as long as I am here, as I told you before, I am geoing
to try to remedy it and if that ends up in my failure to be reelected,
that failure will be in a good cause,
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I know you haven't thought this thing through and that you do not
know the facts. I am happy, however, that you wrutamrhecaune
it gives me a chance to tell you what the facts a.re.h

Sincerely yours,

HARRY 5, TRUMAN

Mr, E. W. Roberts
¢/o Faultless Starch Company
Kansas City, Missouri

Note in longhand -~

This iz a perzonal & confidential cornmunication and I hope
you'll regard it that way - at least until I've made a public
statement on the subject - as I expect to do in the South.

HST

(Envelope marked - Personal and Confidential)

Report enclosed - *'To Secure These Rights'® -—-—
 **The Report Of The President's Committee

On Civil Rights*'’











